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FINANCIAL PROJECTIONS REVIEW � GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITY ACT 2000 
Standing Orders Suspension � Motion 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [10.09 am] � without notice: I move � 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be 
moved forthwith � 

That this house authorises the opposition to table the Financial Projections Review and urges 
the Treasurer to comply with section 11 of the Government Responsibility Act 2000 by 
31 August 2009.  

A number of times now the opposition has made the point that the budget is neither an honest nor accurate 
reflection the state�s finances. Since the tabling of the 2009-10 budget the Premier, in particular, has gone around 
making financial commitments worth hundreds of millions of dollars without a budgeted funding source for 
either 2009-10 or across the forward estimates. I think everyone is aware that the budget does not contain the 
number of spending commitments made by the Premier well before the budget cut-off date in April 2009. Much 
has been made of Oakajee, of the Northbridge Link, and, of course, of the proposed Midland health campus. 
Every Western Australian and every member in this place is entitled to an accurate document that outlines the 
impact of the decisions made by the government of the day on the state�s finances. The Treasurer has pointed out 
time and again that we are in a dynamic situation. Yes, we are; we are currently emerging from one of the most 
significant, if not the worst, financial crises that we will see in our lifetime�the most significant financial crisis 
of our lifetime. It is not unreasonable to expect the government to do more than what has been done in the past; 
namely, simply going through its now discredited budget process and allowing the state�s finances to drift, as 
they have done for eight months, until the midyear economic review in December. It will have been eight 
months between the cut-off date for the budget in April this year to December 2009. It is not unreasonable for 
Western Australians to expect the government�a government that holds itself up as being strong on financial 
management�to outline the impact of parameter movements and spending commitments made by the 
government both before and since the budget was tabled. Indeed, the Government Financial Responsibility Act 
2000, particularly section 11(3), places on the Treasurer the obligation to introduce updated financial strategy 
statements when there has been a significant change in its financial strategy. There certainly appears to have 
been a significant change to this government�s financial strategy. Spending has been well beyond the 
commitments made by the Treasurer in his budget and well beyond the commitments made by the Premier in the 
election campaign held less than a year ago. As a result, we have seen a document prepared by the opposition 
that highlights the fact that, based on those spending commitments, the state�s debt levels are heading to 
unsustainable places. As a result, all the financial ratios outlined in the budget are well and truly breached. This 
may well have an impact on the state�s AAA credit rating and the cost of debt, which every Western Australian 
will pay.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: It might have an impact on your rating.  

Mr B.S. WYATT: I will come to that very shortly. As I said, it is not unreasonable �  

Mr C.J. Barnett: The Cliffe yesterday; your budget today.  

Mr B.S. WYATT: What was that?  

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: It is not unreasonable to expect the people of Western Australia to have an accurate �  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): The member is talking to the suspension of standing orders, not 
the actual motion.  

Mr B.S. WYATT: I am indeed, Mr Acting Speaker. When considering the need for urgency in debating this 
motion, it is interesting to look at what has happened. The state�s finances have been eight months adrift under 
this Treasurer, a Treasurer who has had his legs cut off at the knees by the Premier. This Treasurer has no real 
authority in the government at all; he is nothing more than a staff sergeant playing around with procurement 
reforms, trying to work out where he can find a bit of savings here and there, while at the same time being 
undermined by his Premier. The staff sergeant Treasurer is being undermined by his Premier�s unconstrained, 
unbudgeted spending commitments.  

This is one of the key urgency motions that the opposition has moved. The state�s finances are under threat by a 
government that does not seem to have any parameters around what it spends. The rhetoric from this mob 
opposite is very strong. I will run through a few projects that are not in the budget. The Esperance port, 
$100 million; Oakajee; Northbridge link; Midland health; western suburbs police complex; Perth Waterfront; 
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Albany Regional Hospital, which I know you will be interested in Mr Acting Speaker; an interest-free loan to 
Rugby WA; the new rectangular stadium; His Majesty�s Theatre renovation; the mid-west power line �  

The ACTING SPEAKER: The member will talk to the motion to suspend standing orders. When it is passed, 
he can debate it as much as he likes.  

Mr B.S. WYATT: The motion to suspend standing orders is to enable urgent debate on the financial projections 
review. This mob opposite � 

The ACTING SPEAKER: That is the last warning, otherwise I will sit the member down. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: When a government spends more than $1 billion beyond the budget process, when the 
changes to parameters wipe out $2 billion beyond the budget process, the standing orders of this place should be 
suspended so that the Parliament can debate the issue and so that the people of Western Australia can have a 
much more accurate and honest understanding of the state�s finances. The budget does not do that. This is a key 
urgency issue. I am stunned�the member for Riverton agrees with me�that billions of dollars are projected to 
be spent without a revenue source being identified and, as a result, net debt will rise an extra $4 billion by 
2011-12.  

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected.  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: There is plenty to come.  

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, member for Warnbro! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The Premier and the Treasurer in particular hold themselves out as the economic geniuses of 
this government. The budget they brought down is neither an honest nor an accurate reflection of the state�s 
finances. This is a key matter of state urgency that needs to be debated by this Parliament and by the people of 
Western Australia. Their fees and charges will continue to rise under this Premier because of the deal done with 
the Minister for Regional Development, and because this mob does not know how to manage the state�s 
finances. It is spending without parameters and without any form of sustainable revenue source. This is a key 
issue and I am stunned that the government will not agree to this debate under the terms of a matter of public 
interest. The government knows that and that is why it is refusing to deal with the most significant issue that the 
state faces today; namely, the pressure on the finances of Western Australia. This mob does not take this 
seriously. I again implore the leader and the Premier to allow us to debate these issues so that the people of 
Western Australia can have a clearer understanding of Western Australia�s financial position and of what cliff 
this mob is driving us over.  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont � Leader of the Opposition) [10.17 am]: Of course this matter is urgent and of 
course the standing orders need to be suspended. We have the most dishonest budget in the history of the state. 
While the government fails to come clean on that, every day it makes financial decisions that take this budget 
further into deficit and further worsens the position of the state�s finances. I cannot understand why the Premier 
does not think it is urgent. If he does not think a $300 million deficit this financial year is urgent, what does he 
think is urgent? If the Premier does not think a budget deficit growing to $600 million next year is urgent, what 
does he think is urgent? If the Premier does not think a $1 billion deficit in years three and four are urgent, what 
does he think is urgent? The public of Western Australia are owed an honest, accurate account of the state�s 
finances. The Premier�s answer by interjection was, �We don�t want to debate it�. Of course members opposite 
do not want to debate it�this is the looming reality and they will have to confront this reality. Day by day it gets 
worse and the government will have to confront it. I am sure the government will say, �We�ve got an economic 
audit coming.� Well, it will have to be a heroic economic audit to deal with a $300 million deficit now, rising to 
$600 million next year and to beyond $1 billion in the following two years. With debt rising to $23.5 billion by 
2012-13, they are horrendous figures. Think about that! If that is not urgent, what is urgent? The various 
measures of the stability of the state�s finances reveal that the net-debt-to-revenue ratio, which the previous 
government capped at 47 per cent, is already above 47 per cent and will rise to 73.3 per cent by 2012-13. The 
Treasurer tells us that the ratings agency regards net financial liabilities to revenue as an important measure. It is 
urgent to debate this, because on our projections, net financial liabilities to revenue will rise to 95 per cent. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Why didn�t you do this yesterday? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: The Leader of the House asks why we did not do this yesterday. Yesterday we were dealing 
with an allegation of serious misconduct against the Premier! That could have been dealt with in five minutes 
were it not for the Premier�s arrogance and refusal to be accountable. If he had stood yesterday and moved a 
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motion to refer the allegation to the Procedure and Privileges Committee, the matter would have been over in 
10 minutes. Instead, he resisted and resisted. It was an appalling performance, and we were rewarded with some 
of his best lines of the year on ABC television last night! He completely mishandled that matter. 

The argument that we should have dealt with this yesterday is not an argument for refusing to accept the 
suspension of standing orders. There is not even an argument in terms of wasting the time of the house. All the 
opposition wants are the standard matter of public interest conditions, as have been agreed to by governments on 
many occasions in the past, including by the present government.  

This reveals the government�s extreme sensitivity on the question of the state�s finances. Why would the 
government not be sensitive? The public is owed an honest account of the budget. This is a dishonest budget that 
has been discredited and has been overtaken by events and by the government�s own decisions. The Premier 
knows, or should know, that there will be a price to pay. That is what is urgent about this. There will be a price 
to pay. If this matter is not brought into order, the price will be paid by ordinary Western Australians�the 
people who we represent and who we are in this chamber to advocate for and to protect. Those people will pay 
higher household fees and charges. They will face new taxes, such as the landfill levy tax and the new fishing 
licence fees, and that will all happen because of the state of Western Australia�s finances and because the 
government refuses to face this issue. That is why this is urgent and why we should be having a debate. 

The state finances underlie every other decision made by the government. It is not dreams that define a 
government�s character; it is the actual decisions that a government makes when the chips are down, when 
resources are scarce and when there has to be a choice between different priorities. That is what defines the 
character of a government. How can the public make a judgement about the decisions that the government is 
making unless it has an accurate, open, honest account of the budget? We do not have an honest, accurate 
account of the state�s finances, and it is therefore not possible for the public to make the judgements it should be 
making about the priorities the government unveils from day to day.  

Quite frankly, the government is now pork-barrelling with borrowed money. That is what the Liberal Party�s 
deal with the National Party has meant for Western Australia. The government is now pork-barrelling with 
borrowed money. 

Point of Order 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), I think you have been very lax, or very generous, if 
I may say. You have allowed the Leader of the Opposition five minutes during which he has been totally 
irrelevant in relation to the motion before the house, and I would ask that � 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I ask members to please be quiet; I am trying to hear the point of order. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I simply ask that the Leader of the Opposition speak to the motion before the house, 
which is to suspend standing orders. He has not been doing that. 
Mr E.S. RIPPER: On that point of order, the opposition is required to demonstrate that the issue is so urgent 
and so important that the standing orders of the house should be suspended so that it can be debated. I am 
outlining why the issue is so important and so urgent. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I thought that the member had been very good on this matter, and I was thinking that 
the member for Victoria Park had taken heed of the way the Leader of the Opposition had spoken on the matter, 
but he just started to drift near the end. I am sure he will get to the point very quickly. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: The point I am making to the Premier is that the state�s finances underlie every decision that 
the government makes.  

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, Premier! 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: The Premier seems to be very arrogant and dismissive about this. Over the past couple of 
days his Treasurer has been asking, �What has the shadow Treasurer been doing over the winter recess?� The 
shadow Treasurer has been doing the job that the Treasurer should have been doing. He has been making an 
accurate account of the state�s finances and has presented to the people of Western Australia what the 
government refuses to present to the people of Western Australia. The government should tell the people of 
Western Australia about the state of the books. That is what the government should be doing. 
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It is urgent for this to be done when we are sliding into a $300 million deficit, which will increase to 
$600 million next year and $1 billion the year after. Urgent financial decisions have to be made. We cannot 
continue in this way. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members on my right are having a little joke-fest. The Leader of the Opposition is 
debating a very important decision in this Parliament. Members on my right might not agree with it, but it is very 
important. If members think this is a joking matter, they should go outside. I want to hear it. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: We cannot continue, day after day, with the government making decisions in a dreamland. 
The government is pretending that the finances are not as they are. The May budget has been absolutely 
discredited; it was dishonest when it was brought down, and it has got worse and worse as events have unfolded. 
Some of those events were driven not by the Treasurer but by the Premier, making his own announcements in a 
Bizarro world�the Premier�s world�in which budget realities do not exist and in which the government can 
make any decision it likes. It is a �she�ll be right� approach; it will all be okay in the end. I do not agree that a 
�she�ll be right� approach to the state�s finances is the right way to deal with things. �She�ll be right� is not the 
right approach from the Premier and it is not the right approach from the Treasurer. This house is the institution 
that can hold them to account and it is urgent that we do so.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: Nothing is more important than allegations of serious misconduct against the most senior 
member of the government. That had to be dealt with first. It could have been dealt with in 10 minutes, but the 
Premier chose to be arrogant and dismissive about it, just as he is being arrogant and dismissive about this 
matter. 

There is another reason for this matter to be dealt with urgently. If the government does not get its act together, 
there will be a problem with the state�s AAA credit rating. I do not want the state of Western Australia to suffer 
the humiliation of losing its AAA credit rating because the Premier and the Treasurer cannot get their act 
together and be honest about the state of the finances. 

This is not just about the figures; it is also about the processes. It is about whether a government can walk the 
walk as well as talk the talk. It is about the government�s financial discipline and whether its decision-making 
processes are orderly. It is about whether the government makes decisions in a proper fashion. It is about 
whether the government is consistent and can actually meet the targets that it says it can. 

In my view, nothing could be more urgent than a debate about the appalling state of Western Australia�s 
finances, about the dishonesty of the government�s budget, about the potential threat to household fees and 
charges that will emerge from this debacle, and about the loss of Western Australia�s AAA credit rating and the 
humiliation that the state would suffer if that were to occur. This is exactly the sort of issue that this Parliament 
should debate. 

The Premier does not even have an argument about parliamentary time, because as much parliamentary time will 
be taken up by this sort of debate as would have been taken up had the government simply said, �Yes, we will be 
open, honest and accountable, and we will have the debate that the opposition wants and the public needs about 
the state of Western Australia�s finances.� 

I seek leave to lay on the table of the house, for the information of members and the public, the 2009 �Financial 
Projections Review��an honest update. I urge the government to allow debate on this issue in the public 
interest.  

Leave granted.  

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]  

Question to be Put 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [10.30 am]: I move � 

That the question be now put.  

Question put and a division taken with the following result � 
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Ayes (29) 

Mr P. Abetz Dr E. Constable Mr R.F. Johnson Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr F.A. Alban Mr M.J. Cowper Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.H.D. Day Mr W.R. Marmion Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.M. Francis Mr P.T. Miles Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr B.J. Grylls Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Dr M.D. Nahan  
Ms A.S. Carles Mr A.P. Jacob Mr C.C. Porter  
Mr V.A. Catania Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr D.T. Redman  

Noes (26) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr A.J. Waddell 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr M.P. Whitely 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O�Gorman Mr T.G. Stephens  
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire  

Question thus passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension � Motion Resumed 

The SPEAKER: The question is that standing orders be suspended. To be passed, there must be an absolute 
majority. 

Question put. 

The SPEAKER: There being a dissentient voice, a division is called.  

Division taken with the following result � 
Ayes (26) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr A.J. Waddell 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr M.P. Whitely 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O�Gorman Mr T.G. Stephens  
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire  

Noes (29) 

Mr P. Abetz Dr E. Constable Mr R.F. Johnson Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr F.A. Alban Mr M.J. Cowper Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.H.D. Day Mr W.R. Marmion Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.M. Francis Mr P.T. Miles Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr B.J. Grylls Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Dr M.D. Nahan  
Ms A.S. Carles Mr A.P. Jacob Mr C.C. Porter  
Mr V.A. Catania Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr D.T. Redman  

Question thus negatived. 
 


